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A review of the Soviet press hes not disclosed any references
of antiecommuniet underground groups in the USSR, as mentioned in
the Manchesbter Cuardisn of 18 Maveh. It has, however, revealed
numerous items concerning the crimingl activitiles of student Jroups.
Thege groups apparently heve some form of an organigation, but appear
to be encaped only in lerceny, murder and other cyiminal acts. It
is popsible that the author of the article in the M¥anchester Guardian
moy be confusing these criminal activities of students with an zebusl
snti~Conmnist wnderground. As to the other “evidence" of underground
activity eited in the article, I have no information except that diee
elosed in the article itself and in other weslern publications.

At DMrst glance Marshal Konevts present assignment as comsander
of the Corpathisn Military District sppears & demotlon. A4 closer
oxamination, however, reveals that ho has probebly held this post
aince September of 1952, when he was first elecied to the Ukrainian
Central Commitbee; he has not since been publicly ldentified as &
Deputy Minister of War and Commander in Chief of the Ground Forces.

It seenms likely thet Konev's assigrment as commander of the
Carpathisn Militery District may have been for strategle ressons.
The cenbrel location and proxiwity of the Carpathian Hilltary
District to the sitellltes sugpests that 1t i3 probably the most
important of the Southwestern Military Distriets. Along the same
iine it has been mpeculated by the mestern press that Konev might,
in addition bo his dubiss as Military Dietrict commander, have the
sdditional respongibility of the overwsll area commend of the
Wilitary forees in the Tauric; Odeses, Kiev, and Carpathien Military
Mstricts. Konov is the senior of the three other commanders in this
ares and his experience as Commonder of the Ukrainian fronts during
World Wer II would make hinm an excellent choice for such an assign=
mente

Specisal note should be made of the recent electlon of Kenev and
Army Gemeral Chuikov, Commander of Kiev Wilitary Disirict, to the
presidiwm of the Ukrainlants party centrel commitice, Frevious to
this time only the Kiev Hilltary District commander wes elected
to this post, The prosent eleotion of two Militery District commanders
to the body appears to be a further reflection of the special status
riven 1o this republic and also may be a further indicotion ol the
enhanced position which hae been piven to the military since Stalint's
denth and especlally since Perlats arrest, At present the Ukraine
is the only republic which hae two high ranking militery men on ite
top party orpan,
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